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Safe Routes to School Chief Sealth High School and Denny Middle School, 
Seattle WA 
 
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) is a growing movement to encourage and support active commuting by school children and families. At the 
intersection of public health, public safety, education, and transportation, SRTS helps communities create a balanced alternative to an 
automobile-centered culture. Safe Routes to School programs break barriers and solutions into their “5 E” components: Education, 
Encouragement, Enforcement, Engineering, and Evaluation. In short, the goal of Safe Routes to School program is to encourage kids to walk and 
bike safely to school. 
 
Why Encourage Kids to Walk and Bike to School? 
 
Increasing kids’ physical activity lowers obesity rates, improves lung-related health, and enhances readiness to learn by lowering stress levels. 
However, over the past generation, activity levels and obesity rates have gotten worse: the share of students who walk or bike to school has 
fallen from 48% to 13%, while childhood obesity rates have tripled. This change has serious consequences; obesity’s role in diabetes and heart 
disease make it one of the two leading causes of preventable death in King County. 
 
What is the Communities Putting Prevention to Work Grant? 
 
The Communities Putting Prevention to Work Grant (CPPW) is a national initiative to prevent chronic disease and promote health through 
policies, programs, and physical improvements. King County was awarded grant funding through the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
(CDC) to promote healthy eating, active living, and tobacco cessation. 
 
Under the CPPW Safe Routes to School program, Chief Sealth High School as well as Denny Middle School (and seventeen other schools 
throughout South King County) will: 

• identify safe and unsafe areas for biking and walking 
• identify safety improvements 
• prioritize desired improvements to acquire future funding 
• educate students on safe walking and biking practices 
• hold events to encourage students to walk and bike 
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Who is involved in the Safe Routes to Schools Program? 
 
Safe Routes to Schools programs rely on a diverse group of participants. Under the CPPW program, the primary participants are: 

• The Bicycle Alliance of Washington: The Bicycle Alliance is a non-profit state leader in SRTS. It is coordinating the CPPW countywide 
SRTS efforts, designing the teacher training and student curriculum, providing bikes for kids to use in PE, and providing technical 
advising. 

• Feet First: Feet First is a non-profit which promotes walkable communities throughout Washington. It is leading walking audits and 
developing maps for the CPPW schools. 

• Seattle School District: The district applied for CPPW SRTS funding in conjunction with other CPPW funding for healthy eating and 
active living efforts.  

• City of Seattle: The city participated in the walking audits and has been supportive in explaining how future projects in the area can 
be tied to findings from this report. 

• Chief Sealth Bike Club: Student members of the bike club are key to sharing their knowledge of their community’s assets and 
barriers. 

 
What is a walking audit? 
 
A walking audit is an opportunity for community members to gain firsthand knowledge of students’ walking environment and to jointly develop 
improvement strategies. Students and their parents, school staff, district transportation and health staff, city staff, and other community 
members walk commonly-used routes and take notes on the experience. Audit recommendations can often be applied to other schools in the 
district. 

Methodology 
 
The following steps were undertaken to produce this walking audit: 

1) Information Gathering: Feet First and the Bicycle Alliance met with Chief Sealth Bike Club coordinators Roberto Ascalon and David Bader, 
Bike Club Student Leader Yafiet Tedras as well as Maggie Anderson, King County Food and Fitness Coordinator to gain an understanding 
of where students live, where they go after school, and the biggest challenges they face as walkers and cyclists.  

2) Ground-Truthing: Feet First visited each neighborhood and compared map data and in-person observations. Notes and photographs 
were taken on pedestrian infrastructure-related assets and issues. Based on these observations, points of interest were chosen and 
maps were prepared for the community walking audits. 

3) Scheduling: Dates were set for the audit based on meeting times for Bike Club, availability of community partners such as Cascade 
Bicycle Club, and City of Seattle representatives from the Department of Transportation. The audit was conducted at the end of an early 
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release school day on October 26, 2011. The Chief Sealth Bike Club members were our target audience since high school students are 
often responsible to get themselves to school without the assistance of adults.  

4) Outreach: Bike Club organizers were primary contacts who encouraged student participation. 
5) Group Participation: Audit participants were given maps, clipboards, and digital cameras. They recorded their observations by writing on 

the maps and taking photographs. 
6) Reporting: Feet First collected the comments and cameras, and then compiled the findings into this report. The report was circulated 

among the Chief Sealth Bike Club participants, the City of Seattle and the Seattle Public School District for review. 

List of Participants 
 
In order to gather participants for the community walking audits, Roberto Ascalon and David Bader worked diligently to gather student 
participation for the walking audit KCFFI invited Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT), Seattle School District leadership and Cascade 
Bicycle Club. 
 
Chief Sealth Community Walking Audit participants included: 
City, County and Community Organization Staff: 
Brian Dougherty – Seattle Department of Transportation, Safe Routes to School Lead 
Richard Stoudt – Seattle Public School District 
Maggie Anderson – King County Food and Fitness Initiative 
Roberto Ascalon – King County Food and Fitness Initiative Staff 
King County Food and Fitness Initiative, AmeriCorps – David Bader 
Julie Salathé – Cascade Bicycle Club, Education Director  
Robin Randels – Cascade Bicycle Club, Classes Coordinator 

Communities Putting Prevention to Work Program Staff: 
John Vander Sluis – Bicycle Alliance of Washington, SRTS Program Manager 
Gia Clark – Feet First Active Communities Mapping Specialist  
Darcy Edmunds – Feet First Volunteer Coordinator 
 
 

Bike Club Members: 
Marley Smith 
Yafiet Tedras 
Leull Belete 
Aja Reb 
Alexis Reb 
Samsom Kidane 
Isaiah McAdory 
AJ Sailiai 
Carlos Hernadez 
Carlo Pastores 
Miguel Castillo 
Kathryn Purcell
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Overview of Chief Sealth International High School 
 
Chief Sealth High School which serves grades 9-12 re-opened in the fall of 2008 after a major remodel. The new school campus is located at 2600 
SW Thistle St. Seattle, WA 98126. Some facilities are shared with Denny Middle School which serves grades 6-8 at 2601 SW Kenyon Seattle, WA 
98126. Combined enrollment is 1600 students. The school has a rich cultural diversity and is one of the most diverse high schools in the state of 
Washington. 

Notes on School Parking Lots 
 
It is outside of the scope of this walking audit to do an in-depth analysis of student drop-off and pick-up procedures for each school and parking 
lot design. However, some general observations about the school ground and drop-off & pick-up routines are noted here. 
 
School drop-off and pick-up areas often pose particular difficulty for students getting to school. The combination of high numbers of student 
drivers, family vehicles dropping of students, yellow bus service, pedestrians, and bicycle traffic can make the final approach to the school difficult 
for both students and adults. 
 
A general rule of thumb is to make a clear separation between different travel modes by having discrete areas dedicated to bus loading, family 
vehicles, and bicycle & pedestrian access. Signage and curb striping should be unambiguous. Schools should distribute information that clearly 
states the school procedures, and adequate staffing should be provided to supervise each area. Some observations and recommendations on the 
driveway and circulation of the parking lot are addressed in the field notes of the walking audit.  

Bicycling at Chief Sealth International High School and Denny Middle School 
 
Chief Sealth Bike Club is an afterschool club that meets once a week to engage students in learning about bicycle maintenance and safe riding. 
There are staff that organize and run Bike Club through funding from King County Food and Fitness and Cascade Bicycle Club’s Major Taylor 
program. As part of the CPPW grant students from the Bike Club participated on the walking audit with the intention of conducting bicycle audits 
in the neighborhoods of bike club participants. While the intent of the walk was to assess the walking environment, the following observations 
were made that affect students on bikes. The school provides some bicycle parking that is visible and convenient to the school entrance. 
However, bike parking could be improved in three ways:  

• provide parking under a covered area (this prolongs the life of the bikes and encourages students to ride on days with rain showers - 
no one likes to ride on a wet saddle!)  

• provide enclosed parking (this can encourage ridership in high-crime areas) 
• encourage and/or incentivize staff to use the racks (improving their health, and also setting an example for students to follow).  

 
See the appendix for more information on bike racks.  
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Chief Sealth International/Denny 
Middle School Walking Audit 
 
Walking Audit Route 
The main objective of the audit was to examine and inventory major 
walking and biking routes to the schools. Chief Sealth and Denny are 
situated in the center of the attendance boundary and students live in each 
direction.  Many students already walk and bike to school. During the 
walking audit student participants noted that many students ride public 
transportation and arrive near the school at bus stop locations and then 
walk the remaining 1/8 to 1/4 mile to school entrances.  Therefore our walk 
reviewed the entrances to the school campuses by circumnavigating the 
schools.  

 
 

Top Observations  
Pedestrian and Vehicle Collisions at SW Thistle St and Delridge Way 
SW: Students noted that the intersection of SW Thistle Street and Delridge 
Way SW is a significant barrier to safe walking and biking. Aggressive driving 

behavior is common at almost all times of day. In particular turning drivers often 
intimidate pedestrians by turning quickly and coming unnecessarily close to 
pedestrians crossing the street.  Data from the Seattle Department of 
Transportation shows that in the past three years there have been pedestrian 
collisions on Delridge at Thistle and a bicycle collision on Delridge between Thistle 
and Cloverdale. There were 22 vehicles collisions on Delridge between SW Thistle 
Street and SW Kenyon Street. (see Appendix I) 
 
Utilities are located in the pedestrian right of way on the north east and west sides 
of the street, reducing the amount of waiting area for pedestrians and obscuring 
driver ability to see pedestrians. The lack of visibility is compounded by the speed 

Figure 1 – Walking Audit Route Map  
Field Observation Points - The numbers on the map above correspond to the field 
observations made by participants on the walking audit route. See the Walking Audit 
Field Notes in the Appendix for detailed information about each location point. 

Image 1 –When 
turning left or 
right onto and off 
of Delridge or 
Thistle drivers turn 
quickly and come 
close to 
pedestrians in the 
crosswalk 
behavior. 
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at which cars are traveling. Pedestrians waiting on the north east corner are 
particularly at risk of being hit when drivers travel downhill on Thistle and 
turning right onto Delridge.  
 
Pedestrian Generators: There is persistent pedestrian activity on SW Thistle St 
between Delridge Way SW and the South Seattle Community Center. The 
schools are major pedestrian generators. Throughout the day, particularly in the 
early morning when pre-school activities take place; mid-morning when classes 
start; lunch when the high school students head through the football field to the 
Westwood shopping area; mid-afternoon when classes end; late afternoon 
when after class and extra-curricular activities end; and evenings when events at 
the stadium start and end. In addition to the school based activities the SW 
Community Center is a common destination for afterschool activities.  
 
Metro Bus Shelters and waiting times:  Many of the students that attend 
Chief Sealth High School use Metro to get to school. The main four bus stops are 
listed below. After school up to 30 students may be waiting at a given time to 
board the bus. Due to the lack of waiting area, students at each of these 
locations often occupy the bulk of the sidewalk. This places bus riders and pedestrians dangerously close to traffic. While all four of these stops 
could benefit from improved amenities such as lighting and shelters, the lack of adequate waiting area for the #22 to White Center/Alaska 
Junction and the #120 heading to downtown Seattle create unsafe conditions for pedestrians.   

 
 
Driveway Design: While it is outside the scope of this walking audit to adequately address the parking area for Chief Sealth International High 
School, participants felt drivers are confused about the direction of travel in the parking lot, particularly at the entrance of the parking lot. Feet First 
recommends a separate study to address the pedestrian and vehicle conflict created at the driveway entrance, the sidewalk and the school bus 
loading area on SW Thistle St. 

 

Bus/Direction Shelter Light Waiting Area Bench 
120 (Downtown)  Y N Insufficient Y 
120 (Burien TC /White Center) N N Ok Y 
22 (White Center/Alaska Junction) N N Insufficient N 
22 (Downtown/Alaska Junction)  N N Minimal N 

Image 2 and 3 – (Above Left) Utilities and overgrown vegetation significantly 
reduce sidewalk width. Pedestrian visibility is low. Vehicles traveling downhill on 
SW Thistle at Delridge pick up significant speed. Right turning cars turn quickly. 
Participants noted that they often feel vulnerable and many mentioned near 
collisions waiting at this intersection or as they beginning to walk in the 
crosswalk. 
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Top Recommendations 
 

Pedestrian and Vehicle Collisions at SW Thistle St and Delridge Way SW:  
According to Seattle Department of Transportation, Delridge Way SW will be repaved in the next 2-3 years. This presents a great opportunity to 
improve this intersection to reduce all types of collisions. The transportation department is researching possible infrastructure improvements to 
include a bus bulb out on Delridge which may increase the bus waiting area. However, as of the beginning of January 2012 no final decisions have 
been made. Now is an ideal time for the students and community members to support and encourage SDOT to improve this intersection for 
walking and biking as well vehicles. Local activists and neighborhood groups can apply for the Neighborhood Projects Fund to improve this 
intersection (Appendix II). Feet First recommends that students from Chief Sealth High School, parents, teachers, and other community groups 
work with Brian Dougherty and Jim Curtin from the Seattle Department of Transportation regarding this application process. The Neighborhood 
Project Fund Application is due 2/1/2012 and action should be taken immediately in order to meet the deadline. 
 
Feet First recommends the following interventions be examined as ways to improve vulnerable user safety of this intersection. Work with the City 
of Seattle Department of transportation to determine which of these projects would be most appropriate. 
• Repaint crosswalks across Delridge. 
• Encourage students to practice safe crossing behaviors. Encourage students to only cross intersections with the pedestrian signal. Encourage 

students with access to smart phones or internet to use applications such as One Bus Away to track bus arrival time.  
• Curb extension. Curb extensions improve pedestrian safety for several reasons: 

- Increase visibility and reduce speed of turning vehicles. 
- Encourage pedestrians to cross at designated locations 
- Prevent motor vehicles from parking at corners. 
- Shorten crossing distance and reduce pedestrian exposure. 

• Leading Pedestrian Interval Signal. Many students mentioned that is common for individuals to run across the street in order to catch the bus. 
Adjusting the pedestrian signal timing of this intersection may improve pedestrian visibility. If pedestrians 
know that they will have advance crossing privileges they may be less inclined to make unsafe choices.  

 
Clear Sidewalks of Vegetation: 
Volunteers, student activists and school staff can use this opportunity to approach property owners and ask 
them to clear the vegetation from the sidewalks. Feet First recommends drafting a letter on school letterhead 
or City of Seattle Public Schools letterhead requesting vegetation to be cleared. Students and community 
members can deliver these letters by hand to the homes. If property owners do not respond to the school and 
student requests to clear vegetation, a code compliance form (click the link or see appendix) can be 
completed on-line or by calling (206) 615-0808. While these forms need to have a contact name and phone 
number, the name of the individual filling out the form will remain anonymous.  

 

Image 4 – Overgrown vegetation limits 
mobility and reduces pedestrian visibility.  

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/ntcp_fund.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/cms/groups/pan/@pan/documents/web_informational/dpdp018932.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/DPD/Publications/CAM/cam611.pdfhttp:/www.seattle.gov/DPD/Publications/CAM/cam611.pdf
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Reduce speeds and increase driver awareness of walkers and bikers on SW Thistle Street: 
Vehicle speeds along SW Thistle Street between Delridge Way SW and SW 35th Street is a significant barrier 
to safe walking and biking for students and users of the South West Community Center. Work with the 
Seattle Department of Transportation to examine Traffic Calming on Arterial Streets. Long term planning 
could potentially include the installation of a complete street for the length of SW Thistle Street.  
• Conduct Street Painting Project. This could include simple painting of the school colors to a student 

mural project, or a school mascot. The goal behind the painting project would to remind drivers that 
they are in a school zone. While school zone and speed limit signs are already in place, many drivers do 
not comply with speeding regulations. City Repair, a Portland neighborhood organization has done 
many street painting projects to garner community support and to slow neighborhood traffic. These 
projects are now approved by the Portland Department of Transportation. 

• Designate Bike Lanes. Work with the City of Seattle to install designated bike lanes in both directions 
along Thistle.  

• Enforce speed limits and crosswalk oberservation by drivers. City of Seattle Police can encourage 
speed complliance through a targeted education and warning program to remind drivers that students 
and community members often cross not only at the designated crosswalks but at other legal crossings 
along SW Thistle Street.  

 

  

Image 5 (above) – Paint is your friend. Painting 
large designation of a school zone can increase 
awareness for drivers that they are in a school 
zone and should reduce vehicle speed.  
 
Image 6 – (below) Neighborhood painting 
projects.    
 

Image 7 – (above) Sharrows are a great addition 
to the City of Seattle bicycle infrastructure. 
However, dedicated lanes along Thistle would 
highlight and support bikes and increase the 
distance between cars and pedestrians.  
 

Image 8 – (left) 
Speeding is a 
major concern in 
this high 
pedestrian 
volume stretch of 
SW Thistle St.  Designated 

crosswalk 

Commonly 
used crossing 
location to get 
to bus stops 

Crest of Hill 

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/ntcp_arterial.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/docs/ctac/2011_04_19Final%20Draft%20Checklist.pdf
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Contacts & Project Information   
 
For more information about this report, CPPW, or Feet First, please contact: 

Jen Cole, Safe Routes to School Program Director 
Tel: 206.652.2310 
jen@feetfirst.org 

Lisa Quinn, Executive Director 
Tel: 206.652.2310 
lisa@feetfirst.org 

Gia Clark, Active Communities Mapping Specialist 
Tel: 206.652.2310 
gia@feetfirst.org 

Feet First 
314 1st Ave South  
Seattle, WA 98104

 
Feet First is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Feet First promotes walkable communities through advocacy, community organizing, research, and education. 

  

mailto:jen@feetfirst.org
mailto:lisa@feetfirst.org
mailto:gia@feetfirst.org
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