
 

Delridge Avenue re+walk 

February 21st, 2009 
Direct comments to seth@feetfirst.info 

The Delridge Valley is located in the southwest area of Seattle, Washington. 
Held between two steep ridges, Delridge Avenue SW covers the length of the 
Delridge Valley from the mouth of the Duwamish River to the White Center 
Neighborhood. Along this route are commercial and residential areas, parks 
and community gardens, schools from kindergarten to high school, social 
services, community centers, and arts centers. It functions as the main 
thoroughfare for buses, pedestrians, and cyclists.  

The re+walk route was conducted by high school students from the local Chief 
Sealth High School. Six groups of students audited routes in the Delridge 
Valley to cover the main trails, staircases, and arterials. All routes ended at 
Camp Long. (see map p. 2). 

re+walk [v. ree-wawk; n. ree-wawk]: to walk through a place you have walked before, 
seeing it in a different light. –Synonyms: reimagine, review, rediscover. 

Participants:   

This re+walk was joined by 48 youth and 12 
adults representing the following groups and 
stakeholders: 

o DNDA 
o City Year 
o Chief Sealth High School students 
o Local residents 
 

Special thanks to DNDA for contributing 
information and support. The walking audit was 
supported by a grant from the Kellogg 
Foundation to the King County Food and Fitness 
Initiative. 

Top Observations: 

 The Delridge Valley is rich with its parks open space. 

 Access and wayfinding throughout the valley is difficult because many roads dead end or end in unmarked staircases. 
This also focuses many vehicles onto the main arterials making them have relatively high traffic volumes. 

 The quality of the walk along the main arterials is fairly low because of high traffic volumes and speeds, broken or 
overgrown sidewalks, and limited human-scale activity creating interest within the streetscape. 

 The Longfellow Creek Trail and maintained staircases provide excellent walking environments and a pleasing route off 
of the arterials. 

 Food access throughout the valley is poor. There are sparse grocery stores, a few quick marts, a few community 
gardens, and no farmer’s markets. 

 Trash and graffiti were seen frequently along the audit suggesting deeper social issues and a disregard for the 
neighborhood. These create an unpleasant feeling about the walking environment discouraging use. 

 
 
Table of Contents: Page 
Top Recommendations....................... 1 
Maps of route audited........................ 2 
Issues & Actions ................................ 3 
Next Steps & Priorities..................... 20 
Contacts & project information ........ 21 

Top Recommendations: 

1. Secure a food provider within the heart of the Delridge Valley. Ideally this would be as part of a community/commercial 
hub and provide mechanisms to produce and distribute local foods. 

2. Continue to involve and coordinate with Delridge residents through KCFFI and other activities to empower residents, 
strengthen community relationships, and improve the neighborhood’s walkability. 

3. Activate the streetscapes of the arterials by developing gathering spots along their corridor. These can include play 
spots, picnic spots, skate spots, etc. – activities that will draw a diverse group of different ages throughout the day. 
Additionally provide needed features like benches, street trees, trash cans. 

4. Improve the wayfinding throughout the valley, especially from the arterials to the staircases and trails. 

5. Continue work with the community to clean up trash, graffiti, and vegetation throughout the area. 

6. Implement traffic calming along Delridge to create a better buffer along the corridor for walkers, and to improve the 
crossing conditions at key intersections. 

P r om ot i n g W a l k a b l e Com m u n i t i e s  
  Organizers: DNDA 

Audit leader: Suzanne Nevan and         
Phillippia Goldsmith 

Write-up: Seth Schromen-Wawrin 
Reviewed by: Phillippia Goldsmith 
Photo Credits: Re+walk participants provided 
their photos for this report.  Thank you for 
sharing your point of view. 

Download this report from:  www.feetfirst.info/research 
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Map of Re+Walk Route 
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Re+Walk Field Notes 

Issues and Action Items

Location Description Category Photo 
Delridge Way SW and 
SW Andover St 

Speed issues are persistent around bus stops. Bus stops 
function as pedestrian generators with people walking to 
the stops, and getting off the stop to walk to their next 
destination. Some stops create risky situations for 
pedestrians if they are near busy or minimally marked 
intersections, have high youth ridership, or are on fast 
and heavily trafficked streets. 

Bus Stops 
Speed 

 

DAKOTA AND 
DELRIDGE 

Along Delridge Way SW there are several abandoned 
houses. For example this house at Dakota and Delridge 
with junk in the yard and broken windows. These houses 
give a depressed and unhopeful sense to the area. This 
can make people feel more unsafe in the area, and 
reduce the interesting activity along the street. Some of 
these sites are owned by the city due to the housing 
foreclosure crisis.  

Recommendation: Transforming these sites into active 
spaces for the community can improve the streetscape, 
the neighborhood sense of place, and alleviate some 
economic hardship. Many of these abandoned lots 
provide opportunities for open space. Opening them up to 
be temporary community gardens or gathering places 
could help to stimulate activity along Delridge and 
improve access to and quality of food. Those sites with 
adequate structures could also provide low cost housing, 
office space, or incubator retail space for the area.  

 

Housing 
Sense of Place 
Safety 
 

 

 



  Re+Walk Delridge Walking Audit, February 21, 2009 

www.feetfirst.info             page 4 

Location Description Category Photo 
DELRIDGE AND 
GEENESEE 

As you walk along Delridge Way SW there are many 
collections of trash on the ground. Probably the result of 
persistent littering and disregard for cleaning up the 
street, these often are gathered near fences and shrubs. 
The trash gives the street a feeling of being forgotten or 
uncared for. This discourages people from feeling pride 
about the area, investing energy, or feeling safe in the 
space. Additionally, the trash makes the public space 
inhospitable to use (e.g. to garden, sit on, play on, etc). 

Recommendation: Areas that have more activity around 
them (such as the Delridge Community Center) appear to 
have less trash along the streetscape. Working with 
community members, groups, and the City, the 
neighborhood should try to activate the space. 

 

 

Sense of Place 
Safety. 
Public Space 

 

 
DAKOTA AND 
DELRIDGE 

The Delridge Community Center is a resource to the 
Delridge Valley. With indoor and outdoor athletic 
facilities and classrooms, this site can help to create a 
cultural hub with the Youngstown Cultural Arts Center 
across the street. During the walk, many families were 
playing in the playground helping the space feel alive. 
Additionally, the access to bus service (route 120 and 
125) allows people to access the site fairly easily. 

Public Space 
Physical 
Activity 
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Location Description Category Photo 
Delridge Way and 22nd 
Ave SW 

The crossing of Delridge Way SW at 22nd Ave SW is an 
overpass. This requires climbing 15 ft on either side – a 
strong deterrent to a walking route. This bridges the 
Puget Ridge community and the Youngtown Cultural Arts 
Center with the Delridge Community Center and 
playfields.  

Recommendation: Altering this crossing to not require 
climbing the overpass could provide a more seamless 
connection between the Youngstown Cultural Arts Center 
and the Community Center (two important community 
resources in the area) and the surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Crossings 

Delridge Way and 
Edmunds 

The medians along Delridge Way are often uninviting and 
look ran over. These sections of the streetscape are an 
opportunity to reduce the sense of scale of the arterial to 
the human scale. This can slow traffic, create a more 
attractive street, and draw people out walking. 

Recommendation: Plant more scenic shrubs or trees in 
the median spaces. Impressive centerpiece trees could 
break up the long straight feeling of Delridge Way and 
provide a visual landmark. 

Streetscape 

 

Delridge Way and 
Edmunds 

Sections of the sidewalk have overgrown plants 
encroaching on the sidewalk. These plants consume the 
walkzone effectively shrinking or eliminating the 
sidewalk. Additionally, overgrown and oppressive 
landscaping can make some people feel unsafe as they 
walk by. 

Recommendation: Businesses, community members, and 
the City should work together to tame encroaching plants 
and clean up litter. 

Pathway 
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Location Description Category Photo 
Delridge Way and 
Edmunds 

New street trees are planted along Delridge Way SW at 
SW Edmunds St. These will be a welcomed improvement 
along Delridge and help to provide a good buffer between 
the walking pathway and the traffic. 

Streetscape 

 
Hudson and Delridge Trash along the streetscape is a consistent problem in 

the Delridge Valley. 
Trash 

 
BRANDON AND 
DELRIDGE 

At the corner of Delridge Way SW and SW Brandon St is 
the Delridge Food Mart. This is one of two small markets 
located north of Brandon in the Delridge Valley. The food 
options in these markets are primarily candy, beer, and 
soda, and are lacking in healthy and wholesome food 
options. These limited food options perpetuate the 
unhealthy options for the neighborhood.  

Recommendation: Food access in the Delridge Valley 
needs to be improved. Social groups and Public Health 
could work with the existing markets to provide fresh 
fruits, fresh vegetables, less processed foods, and whole 
grains. Additionally work can be done to develop a 
comprehensive grocery store or garden market for the 
area. 

 

Food Access 
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Location Description Category Photo 
Greg Davis Park – 
Brandon and 25th Ave 

Greg Davis Park is a recent addition to the parks of the 
Delridge Valley. The park provides open space, a 
playground, a community garden, and gathering spaces 
for the neighborhood. Its location along the Longfellow 
Creek Trail and near the Delridge Library makes it a good 
location for community activity. Because it is not on 
Delridge Way it can be difficult to know that the park 
exists unless it is stumbled on.  

Recommendation: Signage (beyond the wayfinding kiosk 
at Delridge and Brandon) will improve knowledge and 
access to the park. Additionally, focusing programming at 
the park can increase people’s activity in the park. 

Open space 
Fitness 

Greg Davis Park – 
Brandon and 25th Ave 

There was an abandoned shopping cart in Greg Davis 
Park. Carts are an important tool for helping people carry 
groceries and goods on foot. Often there are not 
appropriate systems to take carts off of store property, 
making them susceptible to being used then abandoned. 
Feet First worked with grocery stores around Westwood 
to provide carts for neighbors with the intention of 
promoting walking to grocery stores and to reduce the 
amount of abandoned carts. This type of project could be 
explored further up the valley as well. 

Carts 

 

DELRIDGE AND PUGET A Community Garden is located at Delridge and Puget St. 
Open spaces like this provide important garden space, 
access to nature, and access to healthy foods for the 
surrounding neighborhood. Additionally, these spaces 
function as a gathering space for those tending their 
plots and put eyes on the street. 

Open Space 
Food Access 
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Location Description Category Photo 
DELRIDGE AND PUGET 
EAST 

Near the Community Garden is a vacant spot with 
overgrown invasive plants and dumped trash. There is a 
strong difference between the space along this corridor 
that the community has an apparent sense of ownership 
of and the space that is left aside.  

Recommendation: Use little spaces like this as an 
opportunity to do place making activities. Revegetate with 
native plants, extend the community garden, incorporate 
some interactive public art, add a picnic table in place of 
the mattress, etc. 

Open Space 
Sense of Place 

 

Brandon Connection 
from trail to Camp 
Long 

The non-arterial streets in the Delridge Valley have 
minimal pedestrian facilities. For example, the section of 
Brandon Street west of Delridge has no sidewalks, lights, 
lane strippings, buffer, etc to improve the walkability. 
This route is one of the few connections between the 
valley and the ridgeline to the west at High Point, and is a 
main junction with the Longfellow Creek Trail and Camp 
Long. Because of this it is often used by walkers and 
cyclists.  

DNDA recently created a connector trail from Longfellow 
Creek towards Camp Long. Additionally, Seattle Dept. of 
Transportation is planning on building sidewalks on the 
upper section of the street. These are important 
improvements, but more needs to be done to make this 
crucial connector a walkable cooridor. 

Recommendation: The street lacks any form of traffic 
calming. Chicanes or bottlenecks would control vehicle 
speeds and provide opportunity for street amenities. 
Stripping to designate ped/bike space and narrow vehicle 
space will also improve safety.  

Pathway 
Lighting 
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Location Description Category Photo 
29th & Brandon The sign to enter Camp Long from Brandon Street is very 

small and unattractive. This is the access point from the 
Delridge Valley, the Longfellow Creek Trail, and now Greg 
Davis Park. Recommendation: The entrance should be 
inviting, well signed, and appear like public property. An 
artistic entrance of the Longfellow Creek Trail theme 
could tie the areas together. Additionally, a map of Camp 
Long at this entrance would help orientate people. 

Wayfinding  

 
On Longfellow Creek 
trail 

Areas along the Longfellow Creek Trail are very serene. 
They provide meditative locations for community 
members that are important for personal and social 
health. Maintaining walking access to these places 
improves the walking environment. 

 

 

Open space 

 
Longfellow Creek Trail The Longfellow Creek Trail’s path is wide and well 

maintained. In most places it allows for people to walk 
two abreast supporting social walking. The graveled 
surface makes the trail walkable for some strollers. 

Pathway 
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Location Description Category Photo 
SW Juneau & 25th Ave 
SW 

A trash can along the Longfellow Creek Trail has been 
painted. This is a small thing that expresses pride and 
care for the area. Not only is there a trashcan that allows 
people to discard their trash and keep the area cleaner 
and cared for, but the trashcan is also a symbol of a 
present and engaged community. This is something to 
replicate in other areas of Delridge. 

Sense of Place 
Trash  

 
26th & Juneau The Delridge Valley has a wonderful wealth of green 

space because of its steep hills and creeks. Unfortunately 
this provides places for people to dump trash where they 
cannot be seen. Encouraging more use of some of these 
area can increase the feeling of the space belonging to 
the community as well as have more eyes on the trails.  

 

Sense of Place 
Open Space 

 
23RD AVE SW and 
Myrtle St. 

Another site of trash along the walking audit.  Trash 

 
24TH AND DELRIDGE The Long Fellow Creek Trail provides an important trail for 

the Delridge Valley. This trail runs south to north almost 
the entire valley providing a walking path for recreation 
or active transportation. Along the walk there were only 
occasional signs of graffiti, litter, or vandalism showing a 
fairly strong respect for the area. 

Open Space 
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Location Description Category Photo 
25TH AND JUENAU A house at 25th and Juneau had a chicken coop in their 

backyard. This is a good method of improving the local 
food supply and providing healthy food options. 
Chickens can consume compost waste and provide eggs 
for a minimal out-of-pocket cost. The City of Seattle has 
amiable regulations for have backyard chickens.  

Recommendation: Explore the options to support 
backyard chickens and increasing awareness. Community 
organizations can potentially provide assistance to 
residents who would like to pursue chickens. 

Food Access 

Longfellow Creek Trail Some areas of the Longfellow Creek Trail and the 
surrounding green spaces have thickets of blackberry 
bushes. These invasive plants create a dense space 
around the trail making walkers feel trapped. However, 
these blackberries can provide fresh berries for people 
who want to glean them. 

Recommendation: Thinning some sections of blackberry 
can give the trail more space and control the invasive 
species. Restoration work could replace areas with other 
edible species to maintain food resources. 

Pathway 
Food access 

Longfellow Creek Trail Restoration work has been underway along some 
sections of the Longfellow Creek Trail. Community groups 
and individuals are planting native plant species, 
removing trash, and improving the trail conditions. This 
shows a dedication to the neighborhood and maintains a 
quality walking environment. Signs of ownership can 
encourage people to use the space and help people feel 
more comfortable in that space. 

Sense of 
ownership 
Safety 
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Location Description Category Photo 
Graham street 
entrance to Longfellow 
Creek 

The Longfellow Creek Trail meets the street grid 
repeatedly during its 3 mile length. Many of these 
junctions are notable because of information signs, 
wayfinding, and artwork. These features invite people 
into the trail, and ease the transition between trail and 
streetscape. Continuing this wayfinding into the 
neighborhoods and street grid can improve the 
walkability and encourage use from further distances. 

Sense of place
Wayfinding 

On trail (Longfellow 
Marsh area) 

The Long Fellow Creek Trail has developed a reputation 
for improving the area through community work parties. 
During the Walking Audit, the group passed volunteers of 
all ages planning and mulching a section of the trail. This 
activity gives a positive feeling for the neighborhood and 
improves the park and ecosystem. 

Open Space 

 
Delridge & Myrtle 
steps 
EAST 

In the Delridge Valley, steps provide important pathways 
for pedestrians moving from east to west. Many of these 
steps are in need of repair or landscaping. The Myrtle 
Stairs are commonly used by children attending Sanislo 
Elementary at the top.  

Recommendation: Improving the lighting would help 
people feel safe using them at night or in the winter. 
Artwork could be incorporated into the landscape. Play 
structures, swings, slides, skate spots, barbeque pits, 
etc. could be added into the design to encourage 
multigenerational and use throughout the day that is 
beyond just moving through.  

Pathways 
Stairs 
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Location Description Category Photo 
Midway up Myrtle 
steps 
EAST 

The trash along the streetscape is also along the 
connecting staircases. A sense of care is important in 
staircases which are stigmatized as less safe and 
inconvenient for pedestrians. 

Trash 

 
Partway up Holly steps 
EAST 

Many stairways along Delridge Way are in need of repair. 
These steps along the Holly Street right of way are 
overgrown, have broken handrails, and dilapidated 
amenities like benches.  

Recommendation: rehabilitate the staircases to improve 
walking conditions, lighting, and to encourage 
opportunities for multi-generational activity throughout 
the day. 

Stairs 
Amenities 
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Location Description Category Photo 
Holly & Delridge steps 
WEST 

At Holly St and Delridge Way there is a crosswalk with a 
pedestrian activated signal. Delridge Way can be difficult 
to cross at uncontrolled intersections as a pedestrian. 
This makes this an important pedestrian crossing. The 
signal takes ~30 seconds to respond to pedestrian 
activation giving strong priority to vehicles. Additionally 
there is a large pothole in the crosswalk make it a 
dangerous crossing, especially for the disabled.  

Recommendation: The crosswalk needs repaired. At a 
signal that is only activated when a pedestrian desires to 
cross it is inequitable to not provide prompt recognition. 
The signal should give a walk signal sooner, otherwise it 
becomes a barrier to walking and encourages walking 
against the light. 

Crossings 

23rd Ave SW & Delridge  
 

Trash placed along the roadway. This location seemed 
purposefully placed, as though expecting it to be cleaned 
up from the streetscape.   

Trash 
Sense of place 
 

 
Sylvan Way and 
Orchard 
 

This is a bus stop along Sylvan Way. There are no 
features to this stop and barely room to wait. Buses 
function as an extension of the feet expanding the area a 
pedestrian can explore and access. To have a walkable 
neighborhood, there needs to be adequate transit 
features. 

Recommendation: provide a functional bus stop. 

Transit 
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Location Description Category Photo 
Sylvan Way 
 

Trash is left in the ditch along Sylvan Way. This street has 
little human scale development and is relatively 
uninviting to walkers. If there were more people on foot 
using the street dumping trash from vehicles would feel 
less appropriate or possible. 

Trash 

 
Sylvan Way SW near 
High Point 
 

There is a long stretch of chain link fence that is infested 
with blackberries and falling over. This is unsightly, 
makes the streetscape look disregarded and unpleasant, 
corridors people preventing them from feeling open, and 
blocks vision into the surrounding lots (a cemetery). 

Recommendation: Discuss the issues of accessibility with 
the property owners and explore ways to make better use 
of this space. Potentially remove the fence and create a 
softer barrier that allows transparency into the cemetery 
and uses edible landscaping. 

Streetscape 

 

Highpoint & 30th (Lake) 
EAST 
 

At the new High Point construction, there is a section of 
sidewalk that is separated from the road by an 
unimproved drainage ditch. While the sidewalk and 
distance make for a relatively safe pathway, this does not 
provide an adequate buffer from the roadway for the 
pedestrians. The walking experience feels exposed and 
the streetscape appears very wide.  

Recommendation: Create a more defined buffer (e.g. 
bioswale, street trees, etc). 

Pathway 
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Location Description Category Photo 
Sylvan Heights & 
Sylvan 
NORTHWEST 

A car obviously went over the curb along Sylvan Way. 
Though this is a recently designed roadway, this type of 
incident raises questions of the actual speeds of cars and 
their attention while driving. High speeds and driver 
inattention are two of the main reasons for crashes with 
pedestrians. 

Recommendation: Explore driving behavior along this 
stretch by talking with community members. More traffic 
calming could reduce the speed and require drivers to be 
more attentive. 

 Traffic Calming

Sylvan Way There are nice trash receptacles and a bench on the side 
of the road. These are nice features for the streetscape 
inviting people to take care of their neighborhood and 
enjoy it. Little trash was seen around this area. More 
features like benches and trash receptacles should be 
included in the streetscape. 

Trash 
Streetscape 

 
24TH AND ELMGROVE A section of sidewalk at 24th and Elmgrove is covered with 

gravel from the parking strip. This surface change can be 
inconvenient and even dangerous for runners, strollers, 
visually impaired, etc.   

Recommendations: discuss the matter with adjacent 
property owners. There is a good chance they are 
unaware of the problem and will happily watch for it. If 
the problem persists, community groups and SDOT 
should be included in the discussion. 

Pathway  

24TH AND THISTLE The Long Fellow Creek P-Patch is another example of a 
well tended community garden in the area.  

Food Access 
Open Space 
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Location Description Category Photo 
26TH AND TRENTON Trash and littering are persistent problems seen along 

the walk. Along the routes, there were few trash cans 
seen. Where they were, such as this one near Chief 
Sealth High School’s baseball field, they appear to not be 
well tended to.  

Recommendation: Discuss maintenance of trash cans 
with local businesses, organizations, and institutions. 
Work to increase the amount of receptacles so they will 
more likely be used and not overflow as quickly. 

Trash 

 
Stairs on Holden 
 

The stairs on Holden provide views out to the Delridge 
Valley and a needed route from the valley to the ridge. 
This staircase, though, lacks any additional features or 
amenities. Considering its length a bench, resting place, 
or gathering place could be considered midway up. 

Stairs 
Pathway 
Activating 
space 

 
Stairs on Holden 
 

Near the stairs on Holden is a wall with lots of graffiti. To 
many people passing by, this is seen as an unsafe and 
uncared for space. The graffiti is often a symptom of 
other social issues within the area, which can also be 
related to the neighborhood’s walkability and vibrancy.  

Recommendation: In the short term, work with the local 
community to clean up this space in a way that 
encourages people of diverse groups to use the space. In 
the long term, community groups and the City can work to 
develop places for graphic expression that graffiti artists 
can use and beautify. 

Sense of 
ownership 
Graffiti 
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Location Description Category Photo 
Holden & 18th

WEST 
There is a large crack and uplift in the sidewalk.  Pathway 

13th & Holden 
WEST 

The intersection at 13th and Holden lacks curb ramps. This 
creates a barrier for people to move around with wheel 
chairs, mobility aids, and strollers.  

 

Pathway 

 
Holden & 12th

WEST 
Large sections of the sidewalks on Holden are in need of 
repair. This creates a barrier for wheel chairs and 
strollers. 

 

Pathway 

 
Holden & 12th

WEST 
The audit found a variety of types of trash along the 
streetscape. Along Holden there were concentrations of 
cigarette butts. In addition to the issues with trash found 
elsewhere, this concentration of cigarette butts may be 
symptoms of unhealthy habits in the neighborhood. 

Trash  
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Location Description Category Photo 
SW Holden & 11th

WEST 
The house and yard of a house and Holden and 11th has an 
abandoned appearance. This is another example of a lot 
that hinders the streetscape activity and could be an 
opportunity for creating community gathering spaces, 
gardens, or affordable housing. 

Housing 
Streetscape 
Safety 

.  
SW Holden & Highland 
Park 
WEST 

Sections of the sidewalk throughout the Delridge Valley, 
such as on Holden Street, have cracks and uplifted areas. 
These are tripping hazards and create a poor surface for 
visually or mobility impaired, and for strollers. 

Recommendations: Neighbors and community groups 
could work with the city to spot-repair sections as part of 
a neighborhood cleanup. 

Pathway 
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Next Steps and Priorities  

This walking audit demonstrates diverse and complex impediments to the walkability in the Delridge Valley. Several short term actions 
can be taken along with laying the foundation for long term improvements. In moving forward from this walking audit, it is important to remain 
connected to the many concurrent projects happening in the Delridge Valley and finding ways to work together.  

Issues of litter, a sense of dilapidation, and low pride of place were chronic throughout the audit. There are many immediate 
opportunities for small and focused beautification and clean up projects in the valley. Leaders should work with local residents, community 
volunteers, and City departments (SDOT, DON, SPU, and SPD). These could take the form of an afternoon ‘walk and clean’, or a more focused 
landscaping and tree planting endeavor that also addresses food and economic issues. Having some quick visual improvements will bolster the 
neighborhood pride and empower future activities. 

The main barriers to movement in the valley are around traveling east and west from north-south arterials and the hilly topography. With 
the arterials, community leaders should begin conversations with SDOT about problem areas that could use immediate treatment to allow safe, 
accessible, and convenient crossings. With the topography, there are many existing staircases that address this. However they are not well 
known, not well used, and sometimes in need of repair. The Dells and Ridges project is working to develop wayfinding signs which would 
highlight staircase access. A community event on the staircases (a block party for the staircase, staircase relay race, etc.) could raise awareness 
and people’s sense of safety. The successful method of neighborhood clean-ups could also be implemented on staircases, potentially also 
including small improvements. 

Food access is a serious issue in Delridge. There are few destinations to find healthy and affordable food, and many are too far away to 
walk. This needs to be addressed in both short and long term ways. Over the short term, creating more opportunities to grow food locally (p-
patches, back yard gardens, orchards on public right of way, etc) will improve access to fresh fruits and vegetables. Additionally, efforts should 
be taken to develop a farmers market or market garden stand that is connected with the local food. Over the long term, the area needs grocers 
and markets that are affordable, accessible, and providing healthy options.  

The walking experience in the Delridge Valley needs more pedestrian-scale activity. Commercial and cultural destinations are spread out 
and often exposed to the noise and barren setting of a wide arterial street. Over the long term, community efforts should work to develop 
several neighborhood hubs along Delridge. These would serve as destinations to walk to, focal points for daily needs, and community gathering 
places. Community groups are already discussing the Boren School site as a potential neighborhood hub and community resources have been 
focusing around Delridge Way and SW Brandon Street. Beautification projects around key locations could propel discussions about formalizing 
these neighborhood hubs. 
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King County Food and Fitness Initiative  

The King County Food and Fitness Initiative (KCFFI) is a community coalition formed in 2006, funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to begin 
planning for a ten plus year initiative, called Food and Fitness, launched in 2007 nationally in 9 regions around the country. The vision for the 
Food and Fitness Initiative is “Creating vibrant communities that support access to locally grown, healthy, affordable food and safe and inviting 
places for physical activity and play—for everyone.”

Maggie Anderson, Program Coordinator 
200 Mill Ave. South, Suite 100 
Renton, WA 98057-2175 
Tel: 206-205-3186 
Email: Maggie. Anderson@kingcounty.gov 
 
 
For more information about this report or Feet First, please contact: 
Seth Schromen-Wawrin  
Active Communities Director, Feet First 
314 First Avenue South 
Seattle, WA  98104 
Tel: 206.652.2310 
Email: seth@feetfirst.info  
website: www.feetfirst.info
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feet First is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Feet First works to promote walkable communities through advocacy, community organizing, research, and education.  
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