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Washington Middle School Walking Audit 

“It's very cool to walk around Washington Middle School”  

 
Washington Middle School (WMS) is located in Seattle‘s Central District and 
serves over 1,000 students in grades 6-8.  Over 400 students live within its 
designated walk boundary, which spans from E. Roy St. on Capitol Hill to the 
north, to South McClellan St. in Mount Baker to the south.   Each day it is 
serviced by more than 20 yellow school buses.  5 major Metro bus routes stop 
within 4 blocks of the school.  
 
Students have a valuable perspective on the area around their school, and on 
January 21, 2010, they teamed up with Feet First and Seattle Neighborhood 
Group to share their experiences and views of the walking environment near 
WMS.   Their written comments have been incorporated within the body of 
this report. This walk was approximately .75 miles. 

Participants:  
Feet First and the Seattle Neighborhood Group 
organized and hosted this walking audit.  
Nineteen students took part in the walk with 
five staff and community members. 

   Audit Leaders:  Lisa Quinn (Feet First) and  
Sida Das (Seattle Neighborhood Group) 

 
  Special thanks to Washington Middle School    
  Principal John Halfaker.   

 

Top Observations: 

 South Jackson St. flanks this school to the north, bringing large volumes of private vehicles, Metro and yellow school buses, 
bicycle commuters and pedestrians.   

 WMS reduces the risk to students by posting portable signs and assigning 2-3 staff members to monitor the South Jackson  
St. crosswalk every weekday morning and afternoon. 

 The bakery warehouse to the west of the school houses a fleet of large freight trucks.  When parked on the street, these 
trucks block sightlines; contributing to a difficult environment for pedestrians. 

 Some students reported feeling wary of crime near the school. 

 Several nearby parks provide opportunity for outdoor activity and enjoyment. 
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Top Recommendations for Walkability: 
1. Improve walkability along South Jackson St. by widening sidewalks, installing a planting strip, and reducing vehicle lane 

width.   

2. Take advantage of abundant pedestrian traffic to create a greater public presence and discourage graffiti and litter.   
Continue to work with Seattle Neighborhood Group to address crime concerns. 

3. Employ an adult crossing guard at the main school crosswalk on South Jackson St. and a traffic police officer at the main 
school driveway during am and pm peak times.  Do not expect the school to subsidize with its educational budget the public 
safety needs of the neighborhood. 

4. Encourage walking in groups to and from school to increase student activity levels and connections to the community. 

5. Restrict bakery trucks from impeding with sightlines by enforcing the distance they can park from intersections. 

6. Enforce speed limit for vehicles along South Jackson St. and 23rd Ave South. 

 
Photo Credits and Content: Photos and 
observations were collected from participating 
WMS students. Thank you for your  
CONTRIBUTIONS Please note because no 
photo waivers were collected, we have 
refrained from publishing images of student 
faces in this report. 

Audit Date: January 21, 2010 
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Safe Routes to School: Washington Middle School, Central District 

 
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) is a growing movement to encourage and support “active commuting” on the part of school children and 
families. At the intersection of public health, public safety, education and transportation, SRTS helps communities counterbalance the effects 
of an increasingly car-centered society. 
 
In 2009, Seattle-based nonprofit Feet First received a grant from the Central Region EMS and Trauma Care Council. The $10,000 grant was 
awarded to fund the CD Street Stories project, which aimed to reduce pedestrian injury by involving youth in programming and education. In 
its initial stages, students from Garfield and Nova High Schools conducted walking audits and created multi-media accounts of their 
experiences as pedestrians in the CD.  The Washington Middle School walking audit, conducted at the end of the CD Street Stories project, 
widens the effort to include middle school students.  This report can serve as a baseline assessment by which to measure and recognize the 
changes happening as a result of community efforts to improve walkability in the Central District. 

 

Map of Walking Audit Route 
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Walking Audit Field Notes 

Item Key 
Issues and action items are labeled with four icons that identify what action is recommended to make improvements. Additionally, as most of 
the action recommended is in the public domain, each item includes a specification for the category area that can facilitate coordination with 
or by the appropriate local or state agency.  

  Pedestrian safety issue       Community asset 
 

  Built environment dynamic     Conflict of shared space 

Issues and Action Items 

    Item Location Description Photo 
 

1    
“Community” mural 
visible from school 
entrance. 

“Art, not litter!” says one WMS student when noting this mural.  Students were 
vocal about concerns for personal safety near WMS, citing experiences with urban 
crime, trash and traffic.   Students report feeling safer when pedestrians are out 
in large numbers. Stated one WMS student, “I like how there are so many kids 
and teachers, so I feel safe.”  Improving walkability brings more eyes on the road 
and increases chances for positive community exchanges. 

Recommendation:  Strengthen ties between WMS and Seattle Neighborhood 
Group. 

 
2  

 

 

Student drop-off and 
pick-up procedures 

The golden rule of student drop-off and pick-up procedures is to separate 
different transportation modes as much as possible.  Like at many schools, 
however, there is evidence that areas like this bus-only zone also see use by 
parents trying to sneak in the quickest pick-ups possible.  When single-family 
vehicles compete for space with school bus and other transit, collision risks rise 
for students as they walk to reach their family cars. 

Recommendation:  Enforce rear parking lot for student pick up by families.  
Promote the “walk-a-block” concept in which drivers park nearby in the 
neighborhood and walk in to meet their children. 
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    Item Location Description Photo 
 

3  
Crosswalk on South 
Jackson St. directly in 
front of the school 

This mid-block crosswalk has an overhead sign and raised walkway.   The school 
administration has requested in-pavement flashers to improve visibility, 
especially during winter.  This location is on a waiting list to receive flashing 
beacon signs.  When observing before and after school crossings at this busy 
location, it is clear that the most critical safety enhancements are the WMS staff 
members posted as crossing guards, who command respect from drivers and 
students alike.    

Recommendation:   Fund this position through the Adult Crossing Guard program 
administered through the Seattle Public School District rather than the school 
general budget; ensure proper training for all guards.  Repaint crosswalk. 
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School Driveway at 20th 
Place South 

Before and after school, this intersection has so much activity that the school 
Principal leaves the building to direct traffic.  Parked bakery trucks impede 
visibility to the west, blocking views and school zone speed signs. Cars and 
buses exiting the driveway cannot see oncoming bicycles or vehicles until well 
into the roadway.  Stated one student, “It’s easy to walk around here as long as 
you don’t get hit by a car.” 

Recommendation:  To keep sightlines open, bakery trucks must not park within 
30 feet of this driveway. Post traffic police at this intersection rather than school 
administration. 
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South Jackson St. 
between school 
driveway and 20th Ave. 
South 

It was thought provoking for students to view this example of how little space we 
sometimes allot to pedestrians. These narrow sidewalks with no planter strip to 
buffer pedestrians from the street would not be allowable by today’s 
constructions codes, but are nonetheless a reality in many neighborhoods. Said 
one student, “I’m tired of bumping into people on accident and getting sworn at.  
Bigger sidewalks would be great.”  This stretch is an important pathway for the 
many WMS students living in the International District and other points east of 
the school. 
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    Item Location Description Photo 
 

6  
South Jackson St. east of 
20th Ave. South, 
sidewalk on south side 
of street 

Both sides of South Jackson St. have narrow sidewalks with no planter strip.  On 
the south side, a student notices that the utility pole has been moved from the 
center of the sidewalk to make room for walking.    

 

Recommendation:  See “Top Recommendation #1” (page 1) 
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South Jackson St. east of 
20th Ave. South, 
sidewalk on north side 
of street 

Immediately across the street on the north side of South Jackson St., the poles 
remain in the walkway, effectively denying wheelchair access along that stretch. 

 

Recommendation:  See “Top Recommendation #1” (page 1) 
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South Jackson and 20th 
Ave. South 

The bakery outlet store is a strong draw for students.  Stated one student, “I like 
smelling the bread factory.”  This store is another example of car-centric design.  
Students walking here for an after school snack need to walk through the busy 
parking lot to reach the front door. 

 

 

 

 

 



Issues & Action Items   

6 
 

    Item Location Description Photo 
 

9  
Bus stop at South 
Jackson St. and 20th Ave. 
South 

Seattle Neighborhood Group pointed out that this bus shelter is open, without a 
back panel.  While the standard design has a panel in order to provide greater 
separation between people and traffic, in higher crime areas, King County Metro 
will open the structure to the street view.  This has been found to deter criminal 
activity such as drug dealing in the shelters. 

 
10  

Pratt Park and Pratt Art 
Institute 

Pratt park lies between WMS and denser housing units along Yesler Way.   The 
park is inviting and has been greatly improved in recent years, although some 
students express wariness of walking here alone.  Several students were familiar 
with Pratt Art Institute through summer camp  and extra-curricular classes here.  
One student summed up her experience with walkability in this area:  “Good: lots 
of good businesses.  Bad: evidence of bad business (like the tiny bags for drugs 
on the street)” 
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20th Ave. South and 
South Jackson St. 

(Vacant lot behind 
restaurant.) 

Many students expressed concern over the graffiti and litter along the walk, 
particularly at this vacant lot.   The eyesores of graffiti and litter detract from a 
community’s sense of pride and may invite crime. Enhanced walkability creates a 
greater public presence, discouraging tagging and littering.  

 

Recommendation:  Make the Graffiti Hotline number more prominent in all 
information e.g. website, posters, printed material created by the school. 
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    Item Location Description Photo 
 
12  

S Main St. & 20th Ave. 
South 

Cracks and sidewalk upheavals are the equivalent of potholes for pedestrians. 
Eroding sidewalks create tripping hazards. Better maintenance is required. 

Recommendation:   Contact the Pothole Rangers and Street Repair Hotline 684-
ROAD (7623) or online at www.seattle.gov/transportation/potholereport.htm  

 
13  Dr. Blance Lavizzo Park  

South Main St. between  
21st and 23rd Aves. South 

Although a stone’s throw from the front of this school, only a few of the students 
on our walk were aware of this tucked-away park.  Students agreed that the 
wayfinding signs provided information that was interesting and new to 
pedestrians.   Many thought the park could hold potential for community 
gatherings and outdoor classes in nicer weather. 
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S Main St. & 21st Ave. 
South 

Walking up and out of Lavizzo Park, students noted the narrow, old feel to 22nd 
Ave.  South.  Unfortunately, attention was drawn to heavy amount of litter and 
some graffiti tagging between here and 23rd Ave. South 

 

Recommendation:  Make the Litter Hotline Number more prominent in all 
information e.g. website, posters, printed material created by the school. 
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    Item Location Description Photo 
 

15  
 

 

23rd Ave. South and 
South Jackson St. 

Students reacted immediately and positively to the hustle and bustle of this 
business hub, despite needing to raise voices dramatically to discuss it over the 
traffic noise.  Opinions were mixed about which business was the best and most 
accommodating to teens, but it was clear that students are very familiar with this 
intersection.  Pedestrian activity is high at this intersection, particularly before 
and after school, and crossing safety is a paramount concern. 

Recommendation:  Feet First supports the Bicycle Master Plan recommendation 
to implement bike lanes on 23rd Ave South, and recommends working with SDOT 
to consider options to reduce crossing distances and thus crossing risks.   
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South Jackson St. west 
of 23rd Ave. South, near 
entrance to school 

Returning to the school on the south side of South Jackson St., the group once 
again experienced the narrow sidewalk, bisected by this utility pole.  The 
pounded soil to the side is evidence of heavy pedestrian use and need. 

 

Recommendation:  See “Top Recommendation #1” (page 1) 

 

This concluded our walk with Washington Middle School students. 
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Feet First and Seattle Neighborhood Group compiled the following resource list for participants and other community members.  
 

CENTRAL DISTRICT SAFETY RESOURCES 
 

CRIME/SAFETY  STREET CONDITIONS & TRANSIT
Emergency (Police, Fire, Medical)  9‐1‐1 Report Graffiti Hotline  684‐7587
Non‐Emergency  625‐5011 Street Repair/Maintenance 386‐1218
East Precinct: 7am‐7pm  684‐4300 Code Violations 615‐0808
Anonymous Tip Line  343‐2020 Illegal Dumping 684‐7587
Text‐a‐tip Hotline: Text “Tip486 + 
Message”  

274637 
(CRIMES) 

Parks: Complaints  684‐4837

East Precinct Community Police 
Team 

684‐4370 Streetlight Outage  684‐7056

Ofc. Sina Ebinger, Crime Prevention 
Team (CPT), Central District 

684‐4374 Liquor Control Board  464‐6934

Ofc. Casey Sundin, CPT, 
Broadway/Capitol Hill 

684‐4376 Crosswalk Repainting  684‐5116

Ofc. Tim Greeley, CPT, Madrona, 
Madison Valley, Capitol Hill 

684‐4349 Pothole Rangers 684‐ROAD

Ofc. Chris Kelley, CPT, Central 
District 

684‐4352 Weeds and debris across sidewalks 684‐7899

Jim Kenny, City Attorney Liaison  386‐4084 Metro Transit Police  684‐2762
Mark Solomon, SE Precinct/Central 
District 

386‐9766 Abandoned Vehicles: Public Property, 
Private Property 

684‐8763,
684‐7899 

Linh Thach, Asian Community 
Liaison, SE Precinct/Focus on 12th & 
South Jackson St.  

684‐7712 Metro Transit Graffiti Hotline 684‐1800

Narcotics Unit (SPD)  684‐5797 Metro Transit Customer Service & 
Complaints 

553‐3060

Seattle Public Schools Safe Schools 
Hotline 

252‐0510 Illegal Street Parking  625‐5011

Chronic Drug Dealing (SPD Narcotics 
Unit) 

684‐5797

 
 

USEFUL WEBSITE FOR PEDESTRIANS: 
 

www.seattle.gov/transportation/pedneeds.htm 
Last updated February 2009 
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Contacts & Project Information   
 
For more information about this report, CD Street Stories or Feet First, please contact: 
 
Jen Cole, Safe Routes to School Program 
Director 
Feet First 
314 1st Avenue South 
Seattle, WA  98104 
Tel: 206.652.2310 
Email: jen@feetfirst.info  
www.feetfirst.info 

   

 
 
 
 

Feet First is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Feet First promotes walkable communities through advocacy, community organizing, 
research, and education. Feet First’s vision is to get people walking every day for their health, transportation, environment, community and 
pleasure.  


